Alpha-adrenoceptor function in isolated penile circumflex veins from potent and impotent men.
Alpha-adrenoceptor functions were investigated in isolated human penile circumflex veins from six potent and four impotent men. Contractions elicited by noradrenaline and phenylephrine were inhibited by prazosin, yohimbine, phentolamine and papaverine. No differences were found between vessels from potent and impotent men. The results suggest that alpha-adrenoceptors in penile circumflex veins are of both alpha 1- and alpha 2-type, and that no changes in alpha-adrenoceptor function occur in impotence associated with an increased penile venous outflow.